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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 




10 



15 



^ 1 1 . A method for distributing software, comprising the st^r^of: 

I providing a television broadcast distribution S)jgt€m having one or more 

broadcast channels for broadcasting analog and digitaljelevision information to a receiver 
of a user; 

designating select ones of the^ne or more broadcast channels for the 
transmission of one or more software^ta streams; 

transmitting the om or more software data streams over the select ones of 
the one or more broadcast cjacannels at a scheduled time, each of the one or more software 
data streams having a ujrique ID associated therewith; 

selepfing for download via the receiver selected ones of the one or more 
software data ^jfereams according to the respective unique IDs; and 

downloading the selected one or more software data streams to a user 
storagC/device during the scheduled time, the user storage device connected to the 
receiver. 




^ 2. The method of Claim 1 , wherej 
system is a cable television broadcast sy^em. 



television broadcast distribution 



3. The method oPClaim 1, fiirther comprising an error checking step during 
the step of downloading^ch that the one or more software data streams which are 
downloaded are chocked for errors during the download process. 



4. / The method of Claim 3, wherein the receiver automatically re-selects for 
download/ and downloads, the one or more software data streams which fail the step of 
error d^fecking. 
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5 . The method of Claim 1 , wherein the step of bf oadcasting broadcasts the 
one or more software data streams repetitively during a specific period of time. 

6. The method of Claim 1, wherein the siep of broadcasting broadcasts the 
one or more software data streams once during a specific time period, 

7. The method of Claim 1, further comprising a step of accounting which logs 
the unique IDs of the one or more software data streams which were downloaded with an 
accounting device, and transmits the unique IDs to a provider of the one or more software 
data streams using the accounting device. 



8. The method of Claim 7, wherein the accounting device interfaces to a 
public-switched telephone network, and transmits the unique IDs over the public-switched 
telephone network to the provider of the one or more software data streams. 



9. The method of Claim 7, wherein the accounting device interfaces to a 
packet-switched global communication network, and transmits the unique IDs over the 
global communication network to the provider of the one or more software data streams. 



10. The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of selecting further comprises the 
step of programming the receiver with time, channel, and the unique ID information. 



11./ The method of Claim 1 , wherein the one or more software data streams 
comprise software applications which are broadcast on a first channel, and one or more 
software updates which are broadcast on a second channel. 
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12. The method of Claim 1 , wherein tjie step of downloading downloads the 
selects ones of the one or more software data/breams directly to a user computer over a 
communication link existing between thpreceiver and the user computer. 

13. The method of Claim 12, wherein the conmiunication link is a universal 
serial bus. / 

14. The method of Claim 12, wherein the communication link is a 
high-performance serial bus. 



15. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the television broadcast distribution 

/ 

system is a digital television broadcast system. 
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16. A system for distributing software, comprising: 
>\q2^ / ^ television broadcast distribution system havipg^ne or more broadcast 

channels for broadcasting analog and digital televisioninformation to a receiver of a user; 

one or more software data strempS^^esignated for transmission on select 
ones of said one or more broadcast charyi^s; and 

a user storage devjjs^connected to said receiver for storing said selected 
one or more software data streams which were downloaded; 

whereip^aid one or more software data streams are transmitted over said 
select ones of sauJ^ne or more broadcast channels at a scheduled time, each of said one 
or more soft)V^e data streams having a unique ID associated therewith; 

wherein said select ones of said one or more software data streams are 
doWloaded via said receiver according to said respective unique IDs. 




^^^^^^ 17. The system of Claim 16, wherein sajjdielevision broadcast distribution 
system is a cable television broadcast system. 



18. The system of Claim Ij^wherein said select ones of said one or more 
software data streams are checked/for errors when being downloaded. 



19. The systenyof Claim 18, wherein said receiver automatically re-selects for 
download, and downloads, said one or more software data streams which fail the error 
checking process. 



20. The system of Claim 16, wherein said one or more software data streams 
st/rei 



are broadcast/repetitively during a specific period of time. 
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2 1 . The system of Claim 1 6, where said one or more software data streams 
are broadcast once during a specific time period. / 

22. The system of Claim 16, wherein an accounting device logs said unique 
IDs of said one or more software data streams which were^ownloaded, and transmits 
said unique IDs to a provider of said one or more software data streams using said 
accounting device. / 

23. The system of Claim 22, wherm said accounting device interfaces to a 
public-switched telephone network, and transmits said unique IDs over said public- 
switched telephone network to said proyuier of said one or more software data streams. 

24. The system of Claim 22, wherein said accoxmting device interfaces to a 
packet-switched global communication network, and transmits said unique IDs over said 
global communication networic to said provider of said one or more software data streams. 

25. The systQji of Claim 16, wherein said receiver is programmed by inputting 
parameters which comprise time, channel, and said unique ID information. 



26. The^system of Claim 16, wherein said one or more software data streams 
comprise software applications which are broadcast on a first channel, and one or more 
software updates which are broadcast on a second channel. 

27. / The system of Claim 16, wherein said select ones of said one or more 
software data streams are dovraloaded directly to a user computer over a communication 
link existing between said receiver and said user computer. 
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28. The system of Claim 27, wherein said compufncation link is a universal 
serial bus. 

29. The system of Clain).^?, wherein said communication link is a high- 
performance serial bus. 



30. The sy^m of Claim 16, wherein said television broadcast distribution 
system is a digitaLtelevision broadcast system. 
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